
Importing Citations from PubMed into EndNote 
 
 
IMPORTANT: If you are using EndNote 7.0 before importing files from PubMed into 
EndNote, you will need to delete the old PubMed filter file from your computer and 
download a new PubMed filter into EndNote. The old PubMed filter file should be in 
your C:\Program Files\EndNote\Filters folder. The new file is available here: 
http://www.endnote.com/enpmalert.asp  Save this new file into the same location as the 
old one, and then complete these steps: 
 

1. Select citations from PubMed to import by checking the box to the left of the 
citation number. If you want to gather citations from several searches to import, 
go to step 2. If you want to import citations only from this one results list go to 
step 3. 

2. If you want to gather citations to import all at once, send the checked citations to 
the Clipboard by using the Send To button. When ready to import go to the 
clipboard by clinking on CLIPBOARD just below the search box. 

3. Make sure the display option reads MEDLINE. Click on the drop-down box next 
to the Display button and choose MEDLINE.  

 
 
 
4. From the drop-down box to the right of the Send To button, select File and click 

on the Send To button. 
5. Click SAVE and name the file with a .txt extension. Example: cites.txt. Saving 

the file to the Desktop makes it easier to locate the file. 

 
 

6. Open EndNote. 
7. Click on File and Import. 



8. Under Import Option, use the pull-down menu to select PubMed (NLM). 
9. Click on Choose File and select the file to import. Click on Open. 
10. Click on Import. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another Note: You can also search PubMed through the Endnote Program or use 
Medline from the libraries’ list of databases. To search PubMed through Endnote: 
 

1. Open your Endnote Library. 
2. Under the TOOLS pull-down menu, select CONNECT and then CONNECT 

again. 
3. In the alphabetically listing highlight PubMED (NLM) and click CONNECT. 
4. This will open a Remote Connection to PubMed. The search screen is not as 

detailed as the web version, but you can still find references for your research. 
5. Once your search results download, simply highlight the reference(s) you 

want to add to your Endnote Library. 
6. In the upper right-hand corner you will see the references being added. Once 

you have highlighted all the references you need, click “Copy References to” 
 

 
 

7. Choose the library you would like these references saved to and it will 
automatically open this library and display your references. 

8. When you close the remote search window this message will display, just 
click OK and close the search box again. 
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